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no greater absurdity than the assertion that the
most awful engines of death and destruction
should be regarded as appropriate means, in the
hands of divine benevolence, for preserving life
and augmenting human happiness the world over.
Tjuis we dispose of a crowd of small objections
that largely make up the whole stock of the in-
fidel's a priori argument.

Dr. Johnson on a certain occasion well observed
that " no honest man could be a deist; for no man
could be so after a fair examination of the proofs
of Christianity." On being reminded of Hume
by his auditor, " No, sir," said he ; " Hume owned
to a clergyman in the bishopric of Durham that
he had never read the New Testament with at-
tention." This no doubt is the case with them all.

" It is curious/' says Wilberforce (" Practical
View"), " to read the accounts which infidels give
of themselves, the rather as they accord so exactly
with the results of our own observation. We find
that they once, perhaps, gave a sort of implicit
hereditary assent to the truth of Christianity, and
were what by a mischievous perversion of lan-
guage the world denominates believers. How
were they, then, awakened from their sleep of ig-
norance ? At what moment did the light of truth
beam in upon them and dissipate the darkness in
which they had been involved? The period of
their infidelity is marked by no such determinate
boundary. Reason and thought and inquiry had
little or nothing to do with it. Having lived for
many years careless and irreligious lives, and
associated with companions equally careless and